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Week Ending Friday, August 4, 2000

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Mexico-United States Treaty on
the Delimitation of the Continental
Shelf in the Western Gulf of Mexico
With Documentation
July 27, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of the United Mexican
States on the Delimitation of the Continental
Shelf in the Western Gulf of Mexico beyond
200 nautical miles. The Treaty was signed
at Washington on June 9, 2000. The report
of the Department of State is also enclosed
for the information of the Senate.

The purpose of the Treaty is to establish
a continental shelf boundary in the western
Gulf of Mexico beyond the outer limits of
the two countries’ exclusive economic zones
where those limits do not overlap. The ap-
proximately 135-nautical-mile continental
shelf boundary runs in a general east-west
direction. The boundary defines the limit
within which the United States and Mexico
may exercise continental shelf jurisdiction,
particularly oil and gas exploration and ex-
ploitation.

The Treaty also establishes procedures for
addressing the possibility of oil and gas res-
ervoirs that extend across the continental
shelf boundary.

I believe this Treaty to be fully in the inter-
est of the United States. Ratification of the
Treaty will facilitate the United States pro-
ceeding with leasing an area of continental
shelf with oil and gas potential that has inter-
ested the U.S. oil and gas industry for several
years.

The Treaty also reflects the tradition of co-
operation and close ties with Mexico. The
location of the boundary has not been in dis-
pute.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Treaty
and give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 27, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 28. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks at a Luncheon for
Representative Patrick J. Kennedy
in Barrington, Rhode Island
July 28, 2000

Thank you. You have to be 33 years old
to have that kind of energy. [Laughter] You
know, Patrick is—he celebrated his 33d
birthday, but he looks like he’s about 23. And
he told me that story that he told you. You
remember when he started his remarks, and
he talked about being grounded? He was
supposed to go to his birthday party, he was
grounded by bad weather. The first time he
said it, I thought one of his parents made
him stay home for bad behavior. [Laughter]

Don’t pay any attention to this. We’re all
just jealous, Patrick. [Laughter]

I want to thank Bill and Nancy for opening
this magnificent home, this beautiful, beau-
tiful place and for giving me a reason to come
to Barrington. I hope I can come back. I real-
ly think it’s amazingly beautiful.

I want to thank Senator Reed for being
here with us and for his truly outstanding
leadership in the Senate. I want to thank Ted
and Vicki and Joan for being here to support
you, Patrick. You deserve it, and everything
you said about your dad is the truth.

When Patrick was up here bragging on his
father, I leaned over to Bill and I said, ‘‘You
know, you would be hard-pressed to name
10 people who have served in the United
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